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THE APPLICATION OF DIDELPHIS MARSUPIALIS 

LINN.-EUS. 

JAMES A. G. REHN. 

Recently Dr. J. A. Allen published a paper, " Note on the 
Generic Names Didelphis and Philander" (Bull. Amer. Mns. 
Nat. Hist., XIII, pp. 185-190), in which he takes exception to 
several statements recently published in this journal (XXXIV, 
PP- 575—577) by the present writer. A very hasty examination 
of Dr. Allen's paper convinced me that some of his conclusions 
must have been hastily formed, as they show a lack of detail. 

A more painstaking scrutiny has disclosed several interesting 
23oints in regard to the references cited by Linnaeus under his 
Didelphis mars upia lis ; as, like Dr. Allen, I have changed my 
views regarding the recognition of this name. 

To quote from Dr. Allen : " It is a recognized rule of nomen- 
clature that a name applied to a composite group, whether 
specific or generic, must be conserved for some one of its 
components when the group is later subdivided." With this I 
agree perfectly, and, as Dr. Allen argues, think we should give 
each reference cited under the name a close examination, the 
description being too indefinite to furnish anything. This Dr. 
Allen has done, but not as thoroughly as it should be. 

To take the references mentioned above, they are as follows : 

Philander Seb. Mus., I, p. 64, t. 39. 

Opossum Tyson, act., 290, p. 1565. 

Carigue Laet, Amer., 551. 

Carigueija brasiliensibus Marcgr. bras., 222 ; Pis. bras., 323 ; 
Jonst. quadr., 1 36, t. 36. 

Maritacaca Pis. bras., 323; Ray quadr., 182. 

Tlacuatzin Hernand. mex., 330. 

Concerning the first, the Philander of Seba, we find some- 
thing of interest even if it does not affect the whole. An 
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examination of this work shows that if Dr. Allen had exam- 
ined it closer he would have modified his statement that " the 
Philander of Seba ... is not an American animal, but a species 
of Phalanger from Amboyna." The first part of the descrip- 
tion of this animal is quoted from Valentino (Amboinensis 
Animal., p. 273), and while it very probably relates to a species 
of Phalanger as Dr. Allen states, the latter part of the text 
(which is that of Seba) undoubtedly refers to an opossum. 
Such statements as " Caput, canino simile, longum protendit 
rostrum, acutisque dentibus . . . dorsum longis pilis, setaceis, 
atro spadiceis, hispidum est . . . cauda, longa, squamis rhom- 
boideis tota tegitur," surely do not refer to a Phalanger. Seba 
makes the statement that Valentino had made a great error in 
describing the animal as he did ; accordingly he gives his idea 
of the same, which, with the plate (undoubtedly a Didelphis), 
shows that Seba had nothing but an opossum in mind. 

The second, Tyson's work, has been already closely examined 
by Dr. Allen, and nothing further can be said regarding it. 
The third reference, the Carigue of De Laet, I cannot examine, 
and therefore will pass over, as very likely the animal is a South 
American opossum which would not be identifiable. 

The Carigueija of Marcgrave, Piso, and Jonston is an opos- 
sum of South American origin, but both the description and 
the locality are too indefinite to be considered. 

The fifth, the Maritacaca of Pisonis, I cannot examine, but 
Ray has quoted it in its entirety, from which the same con- 
clusions as the foregoing would be entertained. 

The last, the Tlacuatzin of Hernandez (Anim. Mex., p. 330, 
165 1), is an opossum which represents the form inhabiting the 
southern end of the tableland of Mexico, the Cordilleras, and 
Vera Cruz, as Mr. Nelson (Science, n.s., VIII, p. 897) has 
pointed out regarding Spermophilus variegatus Erxleben, which 
was based on an animal described by Hernandez. To quote 
from Mr. Nelson : " At the time when Fernandez made his 
observations the main area of Spanish occupation in Mexico 
was the southern end of the Mexican tableland, about the valley 
of Mexico, and thence eastward across the plains of Puebla, 
throughout the Cordillera to the hot lowlands of Vera Cruz." 
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According to the evidence set forth, the point is raised, — 
should Tyson's reference be given precedence over that of 
Hernandez ? 

Disregarding the dates of the references (that of Hernandez 
being forty-seven years older), we will proceed with the work 
by elimination. 

The opossum "from Virginia" was separated by Kerr in 
1792, while the southern Mexican animal, which, if it has 
been separated, can only be either californicus or breviceps 
Bennet, which were not described until 1833. The only other 
species of the genus which is found anywhere near the locality 
in question is D. aurita, which has not (to my knowledge) been 
recorded north of Guatemala. The elimination of Tyson's 
reference by the D. virginiana Kerr leaves us only the 
reference of Hernandez as the base of Didelphis marsupialis 
Linnaeus. 

Academy Natural Sciences, Philadelphia. 



